
What’s It Worth? 

 

A few years ago, I delivered a motivational keynote speech to a Fortune 500 company.  I 
held a crisp, brand new, smelling like green $100 bill and asked the audience. 

Who would like to have this $100 note? 

Every hand went up. 

If I asked you, I’m sure yours would to.  No catches.  $100 note.  I was feeling generous.  I 
was giving it away with the lesson. 

I then crumpled the $100 and again asked the audience if they still wanted it? 

Sure enough, the answer was yes.  Every hand went up. 

Then I took the crumpled $100 note, threw it on the ground, stepped on it, stomped on it, 
dragged it on the ground and took it back up in my hand.   

This was now a dirty old worn out crumpled 100 note. 

Again I asked, Who here would want it now? 

Still every hand in the auditorium went up. 

We know this to be true, because no matter what happens to the $100 note, it still holds its 
value.   

Whatever you’ve gone through or are going through, whatever the situation or set back, or 
you must remember that you are still you.  That you do not lose worth.  That just like the 
$100, you can never be deemed worthless.   

So what if life has crumpled, kicked, stomped, and dragged you to the ground 

Understand, that you hold your worth. 

And yes, someone usually walks away richer at my events, but remember that you are 
already rich by holding your own self-worth. 
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